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of another group and because they have tools with which to subdue
another. Culture traits can have values, but not races or colours.

Of the characteristics and values of Occidental and Oriental
Civilizations, Sir Valentine speaks as follows: "It is not merely or
mainly the political ascendency of any one European power over
these or those peoples of the Orient that is at stake. It is not merely
or mainly whether President Wilson's formula of 'self-determin-
ation5 is, or was intended to be, applicable to the nations of the
Orient whose independence might very well mean a reversion to
oriental forms of society and government entirely incompatible
with any fruitful relations with the Occident. The fundamental
issue is whether the Orient can be brought to adapt itself to that
democratic type of human society which the most progressive
nations of the Occident have gradually evolved as affording the
largest opportunities for individual and collective freedom com-
bined with the restraining sense of individual and collective responsi-
bility" (ibid., p. 207). He sums up the contrast thus: "If one seeks
to define what the Orient chiefly lacks, and has always lacked, it is
the practice of freedom with the sense of responsibility, or in other
words, character" (ibid., p. 207). Sir Valentine does not explain
in so many words whether theocracy, autocracy and the lack of
character of the Oriental is linked with his colour or whether it will
ever be possible for the Oriental to acquire character and work
democracy. It is clear, however, from what he says that the Occident
was not born with democracy but only "gradually evolved" it.
Before the dawn of democracy, the Occident, too, knew no other
than theocracy and autocracy, though it was still the Occident.
To-day, democracy is not universally practised or even acclaimed
in the Occident; and many of the nations of the Orient are seeking
democracy, while their Occidental overlords are hindering it. India
is a case in point. Oriental civilization is no more theocratic and
autocratic than Occidental civilization is secular and democratic.

Sir Valentine is not hopeful of Orientals acquiring character.
He says that it is much easier for "Orientals to contract the vices
than the virtues of the Occident" (ibid., p. 74). For instance, in
Khedive Ismail of Egypt, "profligate indulgence in the worst foibles